
  our studio

  our finishing

Origination We can accept artwork via all the usual methods including 
our own FTP site and Fuji XMF Remote. Press–ready PDF files with 3mm 
bleed and trim marks are preferable. If there are likely to be corrections 
please supply the open files as well.

Equipment Our pre-press department is equipped with Apple and 
PC workstations running the latest software packages including 
QuarkXpress and the Adobe Creative Cloud. We also run Enfocus 
Pitstop Pro which enables us to make amendments to PDFs. We can 
provide you with Laser, High Resolution Epson, Live Digital Proof, 
RIPped PDF or XMF Remote online proofs. Our Epson proofs are run to 
ISO and FOGRA standards and verified with EFI software and an XRite 
Spectrophotometer. All work is archived. Our Studio has calibrated 
EIZO monitors for accurate colour matching.

B1 Screen PlateRite Platesetter Our platesetter is equipped with an 
autoloader holding all the plate sizes we use, enabling fully automatic 
24 hour operation.

Fuji XMF Workflow Our workflow is flexible, responsive  and is at the 
heart of every job we produce. Linked to the main workflow is XMF 
Remote which enables you to upload PDFs online which are then 
automatically preflighted by our workflow. A RIPped PDF proof is 
automatically produced for you to view and sign off online, putting you 
in total control.

1 x A3 Gather, stitch and trimming line, 6 stations plus  
cover feeder. A3 with loop wire stitching.
1 x Duplo 600i A4 landscape Booklet Maker with SquareBack feature
1 x B1 buckle folder Fully automated with touchscreen. Maximum sheet 
size of 820mm x 1150mm. Maximum 8 folds.
1 x B1 combination folder Maximum sheet 820mm x 1200mm.
Maximum 7 folds.
1 x B2 buckle folder Fully automated with touchscreen. Maximum sheet 
560mm x 900mm. Maximum 10 folds.
2 x B3 creaser/folder Fully automated with touchscreen. Maximum sheet 
385mm x 700mm.
2 x programmatic guillotine 1150mm cut.
Die cutting press Maximum sheet size of 570mm x 870mm, to die-cut, 
crease, score, perforate and punch.
2 x 18mm hand stab stitcher 
2 x Shrinkwrapper
1 x B1 thermal laminator 

The department can also undertake drilling and round cornering and 
specialises in the more difficult and complicated finishing jobs. Packing 
and administration is completed within the department and finished 
goods are dispatched via our own fleet of vans.

Laser Printing variable data both simplex and duplex on hp laser 
printers and our digital presses.
Ink–jetting onto envelopes or directly onto brochures, catalogues etc.
Minimum size – 70mm x 135 x 0.1mm
Maximum size – 380mm x 420mm x 10mm
Maximum print area – 76mm deep x 420mm wide.
CMC Easy Envelope Inserter 8 x inserting hoppers plus envelope 
feeder. Envelope sizes from 100 x 180 to 250 x 330. Finished mail 
packs from 1mm to 10mm in thickness.
AMS Mail Bag Inserter For poly bagging.
Minimum size 100mm x 160mm x 0.15mm
Maximum size 250mm x 360mm x 20mm
Mailsort and Data Cleansing We can handle all your database 
cleansing requirements including de-duping and mail merging.

As our printing and mailing facilities are housed in the same building, 
your carbon footprint is kept to a minimum due to lower transport 
usage.

  our mailing

A comprehensive range of printing presses enables the handling of a 
wide range of materials.
B1 5 colour With Inpress control and inline coater. Maximum sheet size: 
740mm x 1040mm x 600 micron.
Our presses are fully networked using CIPS4 with automatic format 
setting, automatic plate changing and computerised ink control 
system allowing for full data capture and retrieval. Our Press Room has 
calibrated EIZO monitors for accurate colour matching.
B3 2 Colour (1/1 perfecting) Maximum sheet size 360mm x 520mm x 
400 micron.
Digital Kodak NexPress Maximum sheet size 356mm x 914mm, 
Maximum print area 340mm x 904mm x 400gsm. With 5th imaging 
unit for special finishes.
Xerox 700 Maximum sheet size of 330mm x 488mm x 350gsm.
Wide Format Digital For short run posters and banners on a range of 
materials.
ISO Colour Toolbox Jobs are verified to ISO 12647-2 standard with an 
XRite Spectrophotometer.

  our printing

OUR PLANT LIST



•	 Choose the material carefully to suit your product. Order free 
samples if required.

•	 Always use high-resolution (300dpi) pictures for detail, definition 
and colour quality.  

•	 Always add 3mm bleed all round the finished size of your artwork. 

•	 Always embed all fonts. 

•	 For PDF settings and advice we recommend the Ghent Work Group. 
www.gwg.org. 

•	 Make sure any solid blacks are no more than 300% in total - ask for 
our advice if unsure. 

•	 Make sure any solid black text is 100% black only. 

•	 When using uncoated stocks remember the colours will be muted 
compared to coated stocks. 

•	 Allow extra time in the schedule for projects on uncoated material to 
dry fully. 

•	 To see how accurately a PMS colour converts to CMYK look it up in a 
“Pantone solid to process” swatch book or call us for our opinion. 

•	 If you need to match a PMS colour exactly use a 5th colour. 
 
 

•	 Request a wet machine proof if you need to know exactly how the 
finished colour will look on the actual job material. 

•	 A high resolution digital proof is accurate for colour on pictures, but 
less so on solid colours, tints and offset papers. 

•	 Check the proof very carefully, not the finished job, as it is too late to 
do corrections then! 

•	 Avoid small fine text or detail reversed out of solid colours, especially 
metallic colours. 

•	 If a stronger bind is required ask for PUR. This uses a more flexible 
glue than perfect binding. It is a more expensive process but will last 
longer. 

•	 When designing a folder with a capacity spine please allow 3.5mm 
minimum.

•	 When designing a read-across avoid splitting text across two pages 
and instead split between the text. 

•	 Wirobound jobs need to be set up as single pages and not spreads 
with 15mm clear space on bind edge and 3mm bleed on all 4 edges. 

•	 Please allow 10mm clear from the binding edge when designing for 
Perfect or PUR bind, also, we don’t recommend read-across pages 
as images (and text if too close) are lost in the spine when bound. 
Please allow 15mm clear from the binding edge when designing to 
Wiro bind.

  tips and advice

  mailing tips and advice 

•	 Check your mailing data file before sending so that it only includes 
the columns required for this mailing. 

•	 Check for overseas addresses and remove them if you do not want 
them to be mailed. 

•	 Check the size of the mailing to ensure cheapest postage rate – i.e. 
make sure the marketing takes into account the size as Large Letter 
is more costly. (over 100gsm is more expensive and remember 
4.5mm thickness max) 

•	 Seed yourselves using your address to monitor Royal Mail  
door-drop timings.


